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the hollows of the valleys, and the interior of the volcanic
chasms.

One important question remained to be solved, and the
answer would have a great effect upon the future of the
castaways.

Was the island inhabited ?

It was the reporter who put this question, to which after
the close examination they had just made, the answer
seemed to be in the negative.

Nowhere could the work of a human hand be perceived
Not a group of huts, not a solitary cabin, not a fishery on
the shore. No smoke curling in the air betrayed the
presence of man. It is true, a distance of nearly thirty
miles separated the observers from the extreme points, that
is, of the tail which extended to the south-west, and it
would have been difficult, even to Pencroft's eyes, to dis-
cover a habitation there. Neither could the curtain of
verdure, which covered three-quarters of the island, be
raised to see if it did not shelter some straggling village.
But in general the islanders live on the shores of the narrow

spaces which emerge above thrforaters of the Pacific, and
this shore appeared to be an absolute desert
Until a more complete exploration, it might be admitted
that the island was uninhabited. But was it frequented, at
least occasionally, by the natives of neighbouring islands ?
It was difficult to reply to this question. No land appeared